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151 May Drive  •   Rocky Mount, NC • 252-446-9466

Front Wheel Drive Repairs
Oil Changes  
Shocks and Struts
Starters and Alternators
Tires • Tune-Up Service 
Transmission Replacements
Wrecker Service

Air Conditioning Repair
2 and 4 Wheel Alignment
Batteries 
Brake Service
Computer Diagnostics
Engine Replacements
Fuel Injector Service

Specializing in:
FOREIGN  & DOMESTIC REPAIRS

NC Inspection including OBD Diagnostic Emission Test

Serving
You For Over
36 Years!

THE HOTTEST PLACE TO
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS

� e Power Plant
1701 Sunset Anve. Rocky Mount

Chico’s is the place to go!

446-8600
1701 Sunset Anve. Rocky Mount

Chico’s is the place to go!

Call
446-8600 to

make your Party
Reservations!

Chico’s Gift
Certifi cates
Available In

All Sizes!

NEW
MENU!

1818 Sunset Avenue
Rocky Mount

446-6137
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Saturday 9am-2pm

We stock a full selection of Gas Logs • Fireplace Inserts
Gas Wall Heaters • Mantels & Cast Iron Heaters

Gas Grills of various sizes & Shapes • Gas Grill Accessories
Tailgate Grills • Turkey & Fish Cookers

Full Selection of BBQ & Hot Sauces

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING • PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL • GENERAL REPAIRS

252-977-2730
metro-maintenance.com

NC Licenses #12358-P, H-2, H-3, Class 1 Electrical 16474-L

Taking Care Of Our Customers Since 1986US 301 • By-Pass North • Rocky Mount, NC

READY • SET • GIVE

Starting at $10.00

CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN

The perfect way to say Merry Christmas, Thanks, 
Happy Birthday, Congrats, or Thinking of You.

446-3262

  

315 W. Ridge St., Rocky Mount   446-6188

Gas Company, Inc.
“Your Hometown Propane Company For 72 Years!”

ENJOY THE 
COMFORT AND 
WARMTH OF SAFE, 
CLEAN-BURNING 
HEAT.

Recreation Rooms • Enclosed Porches • Room Additions • Cabins 
Workshops And More • Natural Gas or LP Models

  

ADDS YEAR-ROUND 
COMFORT FOR:

 CITY LAKE LIGHTING
Free Event

Friday, December 6th • 6 pm • City Lake 

ROCKY MOUNT CHRISTMAS PARADE
Sunday, December 8th • 3 pm • Main Street, Downtown Rocky Mount

WINTER WONDERLAND Free Event
Sunday, December 15th • 1 pm

Imperial Centre for the Arts & Sciences

MORE FABULOUS LOCAL SALES 
AND LOCAL NEWS INSIDE!
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VISIT THESE MERCHANTS FOR SATURDAY SPECIALS

Register for PRIZES at 
THESE  locations!

Plus your name will 
be put into a

BIG DRAWING  - (2) 
$100  Gift Certi� cates

          at the end of the 
day!

SATURDAY • NOV. 30th

Makers of Fine Jewelry. Expert Repair & Retail.
Ext. 2002 Nashville, NC

taylormadejewelrync.com

Sparkling Holiday Specials
Lab and Natural Diamonds & Gemstones

Amazing Prices & Customer Service
Family Owned & Operated

20%Wilmington Grills %%
OFF

Fresh Cut Frazier 
Fir Christmas Trees

Live Wreaths ~ Poinsettias
Christmas Cactus ~Dwarf Alberta Spruce

Christmas Bows Visit our 
Christmas Shop!

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY!

HARPER’SHARPEPEP R’R’R S’S’HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
Garden & Stone Center

Dwarf Alberta Spruce Trees 10%
OFF

OPEN FRIDAY  AND SATURDAY!

2343 Oak Level Road (between Nashville/Rocky Mount)    www.harpersgardenandstonecenter.com    M-F 8-5 / Sat. 8-3 • 252-459-2189

CLEARANCE ITEMS
BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE

HUGE SELECTION
HOLIDAY DECOR
HOLIDAY APPAREL
GIFTS & MORE!

$500

We Make 
Christmas 
Bows
ALL SIZES

ALL CHRISTMAS 
DECOR OFF

Multiple Christmas 
Backgrounds
 for photos

Santa on site every 
Sat. in December Candle 

crumbles

Cement Statuaries 
& Decorative Pots

20%%%
OFF

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Lots of great stocking 

stuffer ideas!

ALL CHRISTMAS 
OFFOFF20%

FREE
VERA BRADLEY 

BLANKET
When you spend 

$125 in the boutique 
(while supplies last)

Bring a NEW 
unwrapped toy to 
be registered. One 

registration per visit. 
Drawing is Dec. 7

BASKET 
GIVEAWAY

$600 VALUE

731 East Washington Street, 
Nashville • 252-220-6515

We are here 
to serve YOU!

Cutting fresh beef 
& pork every day, 

and we’ll gladly cut 
yours to order!

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH FRUIT

CUSTOM FRUIT 
BASKETS

VISIT OUR DELI
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & 

DINNER SPECIALS
Fresh Salad Bar

Freshly Baked Cakes

Old Fashion Candy!
We have ALL your 

favorites!

SHOP SMALL 
SATURDAY, 

NOV. 30
Holiday Specials

Register for 
Prizes 

10am-4pm

Division Arms  • Faith Christian Ministries
Southern Fire� ies • Jody’s of Nashville

Unity Salon & Spa • Madelyn’s Flowers & Gifts
Alice’s Beauty Shop  • The Nashville Graphic

 The Painted Teacher  Boutique 
Piggly Wiggly  • Taylor Made Jewelry 

 Wendy’s Hole in the Wall • Harper’s Nursery

Participating Locations

NO PHONE CALLS • IN PERSON ONLY  •  Nov. 30th, 10am-4pm
SHOP SMALL SATURDAY

ONE YEAR

Graphic
theNashville

Nash County’s First Newspaper Since 1895

$2200
NASH COUNTY

203 W. Washington St., Nashville

$10OFF
REG. PRICE $32
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VISIT THESE MERCHANTS FOR SATURDAY SPECIALS

sales@divisionarms.com
www.divisionarms.com

Monday (appointment only) • Tues-Fri 11am-6pm • Sat 10am-4pm
110-A S. Barnes St., Nashville • 252-343-6534

SHOP 
SMALL 
SATURDAY

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
divisionarmsllc

FREE 
Mounting for 
scope and red 
dot purchase

LIMITED EDITION 
Challenge Coin

Special orders are still available and will arrive before Christmas

Up to 15% off 
select items in-store

*with $1,000 or 
more purchase

Box of ammo 
with handgun 

purchase

FREE FREE Christmas Decor and More
Quality Clothing (sorted by size)

Shoes, Books, Furniture
Home & Wall Decor, Electronics

Wedding & Formal Dresses

Phone 252-459-7977 • fcmnash83@gmail.com

Faith Christian Ministries
Thrift Store Of Nash County

50%
OFF

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY

245 W. Washington St., Downtown Nashville

Nov. 29-30 ~ Both Locations!
239 & 245 W. Washington Street

239 closes @ 4pm Fri/Sat • 245 closes @ 5pm Fri/4pm Sat.

STOREWIDE

Unique Gifts

Women’s &  
Children Apparel

Jewelry

Decor & More

Storewide  
Sale!

SHOP SMALL SATURDAY
_ November 30 _

231 W. Washington St. 
Downtown Nashville

252-904-3109

231 W. Washington St.231 W. Washington St.

Ask about our workshops & paint classes

Luxury Salon & Spa Services
Hair, Facials, Brazil Waxing, Nails & Massage

Professional Services by Experienced Specialist

REGISTER FOR PRIZES!
SHOP SMALL SATURDAY • NOV. 30TH

225 W. Washington St.
Downtown Nashville

www.unitysalonspa.com
252-459-4944

PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN 
AWAY EVERY HOUR!

Register for PRIZES at 
THESE  locations!

Plus your name will 
be put into a

BIG DRAWING  - (2) 
$100  Gift Certi� cates

          at the end of the 
day!

211 W. Washington St. • Downtown Nashville
Open Tuesday Through Saturday • 252-459-2317

REGISTER 
FOR PRIZES 

ON SHOP 
SMALL 

SATURDAY
NOV. 30

Treat Yourself to a 
New Holiday Style

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 

& GIFT 
GOODIE 
BAGS

AVAILABLE

Fairy Hair
Colorful 
Stands for 
all ages!

Alice’s Beauty Shop

GIFT ITEMS • HAIR CARE PRODUCTS
HAIR ACCESSORIES & MORE!

Cuts, Color & Highlights, Blowouts
See us for the latest hair care treatments, 

products, techniques and trends, 
color and style results! 

Eyebrow tints & brow waxing

221 W. Washington Street, Nashville (across from courthouse)
Monday - Friday: 9AM–5PM ~ 252-459-7181

HOLIDAY SHOP

NATIVITY SETS • HOLIDAY GIFTS
SOLAR LIGHTS • SOLAR GLOBES 

FLAGS • FLOWERS & MORE

NOV. 30TH
Winter 

WREATH 
Workshop

First Class: 
10:30-12:30
Second Class

 2-4 pm
Call to register!

227 W. WASHINGTON ST., NASHVILLE  • 252-459-2083

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY!

Register to win FREE GIFT Saturday!

Extra Discounts both days!   Open 10 am - 5:30 pm

Huge Selection 
Garden Flags 
& Rugs

Holiday 
Ornaments, 
Gifts 
 & Decor!

Simply Southern
Sassafras rugs
 Low Country
Consignments
New Apparel
Custom vinyl
Monogramming

Large Selection of Skinny Syrups

BUTTERFIELDS 
CANDY

SATURDAY • NOV. 30th

Division Arms  • Faith Christian Ministries
Southern Fire� ies • Jody’s of Nashville

Unity Salon & Spa • Madelyn’s Flowers & Gifts
Alice’s Beauty Shop  • The Nashville Graphic

 The Painted Teacher  Boutique 
Piggly Wiggly  • Taylor Made Jewelry 

 Wendy’s Hole in the Wall • Harper’s Nursery

Participating Locations
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Happy Holidays
– FROM EVERYONE AT –

Support your local 
farmer by selecting 
our sweet potatoes 
this holiday season!

www.nashproduce.com

Jim & Beth Boykin
Limited Edition Prints • Custom Matting

112 E. Main St. • Elm City, NC 27822 • 252-236-3231

CuStoM FraMiNg

25% OFF 10% OFFSelected
PrintS framing

112 E. Main St. 

25% OFF25% OFF
112 E. Main St. 

HOME MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Wellongate Center   110 Jones Road, Rocky Mount, NC

Rocky Mount’s Oldest Home Medical Supply Business
Over 40 Years of Quality Service

Your Specialist in Home Healthcare Services

(252) 443-7598    (252) 443-7949
Shelia Alligood

Roberta L. Edwards, PA
NO RECOVERY • NO FEE

Workers Compensation
Personal Injury

Automobile Accidents
JOHN 14:6 “JESUS is the WAY, 

the TRUTH and the LIFE.”
GOD BLESS AMERICA!

252-937-8813
4117 Sunset Ave.

Rocky Mount
www.nurse-law.com

Free Consultation

Rev./Dr. Robbie Edwards, RN
Jonathan Winstead

LAND H FARMS H HOMES H COMMERCIAL

252-235-2200
Tony R. Stone, CAI-AARE

www.stoneauctionandrealty.com

PO Box 250, 6444 Deans St.
Bailey, NC 27807

“Earning the trust of Nash County
land buyers and sellers for over 50 years”

Amber Glo
Vent-Free Gas-Log Sets

Surround Yourself With Comfort

GAS COMPANY, INC.

315 W. Ridge St., Rocky Mount 446-6188
“Your Hometown Propane Company for 72 Years”

“Next Generation” Gas-Log Systems

The  U l t ima t e  I n  Rea l i sm

GAS COMPANY, INC.

TM

Bailey Christmas Parade 
December 7th

FULL YEAR - 52 issues - $32 • 2 yrs - $53 • 3 yrs - $74
Other NC Counties 1yr - $43 • Out-of-State 1yr - $52

Thursday newspaper packed full of LOCAL news from 
your hometown and communities that surround you!

LOCAL NEWS • LOCAL SPORTS 
LOCAL SCHOOL NEWS • LOCAL OPINION PAGE

plus COUPON PACKS from local grocery stores & retailers.

One 
Year

$32 TWO YEARS
$53

THREE YEARS
$74

Subscribe Today!

Subscribe to your
TRUSTED
SOURCE
YOUR LOCAL
NEWSPAPER

COMPLETE FORM and MAIL TO:
The Nashville Graphic  

203 W. Washington St, Nashville, NC 27856

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________ State_______Zip _____________________________________

Phone________________________ Payment Enclosed: ____________________________________

  Bill my credit card (MC or VISA)

Cardholders Name (Please Print) ________________________________________________________

Credit Card # ______________________________________________________________________

3 Digit Code on back_____________ Exp Date ___________________________________________

GRAPHIC
The Nashville

Local news and opinions 
     Upcoming events 
           & Great shopping deals 

 
Find all this, and more, 
 when you subscribe to 

Call 252-459-7101 for more information!

Calendar events must be 
submitted by 10 a.m. Mon-
day for publication. Items 
accepted are events spon-
sored by not-for-pro� t or-
ganizations or free events. 
Mail to: Community Cal-
endar c/o The Nashville 
Graphic, 203 W. Washington 
St. Nashville, NC 27856 or 
fax (252) 459-3052 or email 
to news@nashvillegraphic.
com. Please include a con-
tact name and phone num-
ber. 

DECEMBER 2
Nash County Health Depart-

ment will hold a Community 
Health Fair on Dec. 2nd to rec-
ognize World AIDS Day. Free HIV, 
hepatitis C, and syphilis testing 
will be offered from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at The Mills Church, located 
at 911 Falls Road in Rocky Mount.

Afternoon Storytime will be 
held at Harold D. Cooley Library, 
114 West Church St., Nashville on 
Dec. 2 at 4 p.m. geared for ages 
2-5, but all ages are welcome. Ac-
tivities include stories, songs and 
crafts. For information call 252-
459-2106.

DECEMBER 3
Ribbons to Bows will be held 

Dec. 3 from 1-2 p.m. in the War-
ner Room at Braswell Memorial 
Library.  Call 252-442-1951, ext. 
851 to register. The library is lo-
cated at 727 N. Grace St., Rocky 
Mount.

DECEMBER 5
Christmas with Santa per-

formed by Bright Star Touring 
Theatre will be held at Harold D. 
Cooley Library, 114 West Church 
St., Nashville on Dec. 5 at 4:30 
p.m. Free admission for all ages. 
For information call 252-459-
2106.

DECEMBER 5 - DECEMBER 8
The Nash County Arts Council 

presents its annual “A Christmas 
Carol,” directed by Dan Seda, 
with evening performances on 
Thursday, Dec. 5, Friday, Dec. 6, 
and Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
closing with a matinée perfor-
mance on Sunday, December 8 at 
2:30 p.m. Doors open 20 minutes 
prior to showtime. Advance tick-
ets are $13 General Admission 
or $8 Nash Arts members. Cost 
of admissions will increase to 
$15 General or $10 Members at 
the door. Reserved seating, group 

rates, sponsorships and program 
ads are also available. Call (252) 
459-4734 for more details. This 
and all future productions will be 
the traditional version. Nash Arts 
is located at 100 E. Washington 
St., Nashville.

DECEMBER 7
The Nashville Chamber 

of Commerce and Nashville 
Recreation Department will host 
the annual Children’s Christmas 
Celebration in downtown Nashville 
on Dec. 7. Free children’s 
activities  will be available from 
2-4:30 p.m. Children’s Bike 
Parade begins at 4:30 p.m. 
followed by the Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony; free photos 
with Santa at 5:30 p.m. Prizes will 
be awarded to the most spirited 
parade entries. Parade is for ages 
12 and younger, no motorized 
vehicles allowed. Parade lineup 
begins at 4 p.m. in the Nash 
County Courthouse parking lot.

DECEMBER 10
High school equivalence, ABE 

Reading/Writing will be held Mon-
day - Wednesday from 5-7 p.m. 
through Dec. 10th at Nash Com-
munity College. Call 252-451-
8242. 

DECEMBER 10-14
Where’s Rudy? If you � nd Rudy 

the reindeer hiding in the chil-
dren’s section at Harold D. Cooley 
Library between Dec. 10-14, bring 
him to the circulation desk to re-
ceive a special reward. The library 
is located at 114 West Church 
St., Nashville. For information call 

252-459-2106.

DECEMBER 11
The Nash County Arts Coun-

cil will host its monthly acrylic 
class, led by local artist, Kim 
Valentine, on Wednesday, Dec. 
11th from 6-8:30 p.m. Registra-
tion is $35 general admission or 
$30 for Nash Arts members. Sup-
plies will be provided by the art-
ist. This is a beginner level class 
for ages 16 through adult. This 
month’s theme will be a colorful 
snowman. Register by Dec. 2nd 
by visiting nasharts.org or calling 
(252) 459-4734. Late registration 
will increase by $5. Nash Arts is 
located at 100 E. Washington St., 
Nashville.

DECEMBER 12
Basic computer skills and key-

boarding class will be held from 
9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 p.m. - 4 
p.m. at Braswell Memorial Library 
on Dec. 12. Call 252-442-1951, 
ext. 851 to register. The library is 
located at 727 N. Grace St., Rocky 
Mount.

Storytime with Santa will be 
held at Harold D. Cooley Library, 
114 West Church St., Nashville on 
Dec. 12 at 11 a.m. For information 
call 252-459-2106.

DECEMBER 13
The Nash County Arts Council 

presents a special holiday perfor-
mance by TolerMusic on Friday, 
Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. Doors open at 
6:40 p.m. Advance tickets are $10 
general admission or $5 for Nash 
Arts members. Cost of admissions 
will increase to $15 general or 

$10 members at the  door. Toler-
Music (Tim, Connie, Tori, Anna, & 
Harri) are a Nash County family 
group who sings a variety of mu-
sic including Gospel, Pop, Country 
& Classic Rock. For more informa-
tion, visit nasharts.org, tolermu-
sic.com, or call (252) 459-4734. 
Nash Arts is located at 100 E. 
Washington St., Nashville.

DECEMBER 17
Shopping online safety class 

will be held Dec. 17 from 2-4 p.m. 
in the computer lab at Braswell 
Memorial Library. For more infor-
mation call 252-442-1951, ext. 
85. The library is located at 727 N. 
Grace St., Rocky Mount.

DECEMBER 18
Gadget guidance featuring 

technology help with iPhones, 
laptops, and smartphones will 
be  held Dec. 18th from 2-4 p.m. 
in the computer lab at Braswell 
Memorial Library.   Call 252-442-
1951, ext. 851 to register. The 
library is located at 727 N. Grace 
St., Rocky Mount.

DECEMBER 19
The Nash County Arts Council is 

hosting a barnyard Christmas or-
nament hand sculpting class, led 
by artist Regina Pena, on Thurs-
day, December 19th from 6-8:30 
p.m. Registration is $35 general 
admission or $30 for Nash Arts 
members. Supplies will be pro-
vided by the artist. This is a be-
ginner friendly class for ages 16 
through adult. Register by Dec. 5th 
by visiting nasharts.org or calling 
(252) 459-4734. Late registration 
will increase by $5.  Nash Arts is 

located at 100 E. Washington St., 
Nashville.

DECEMBER 20
Holiday Karaoke will be held 

on Dec. 20 from 2-4 p.m. in the 
Warner Room at Braswell Memo-
rial Library.  For more information 
call 252-442-1951, ext. 85. The 
library is located at 727 N. Grace 
St., Rocky Mount.

DECEMBER 21
The Nash County Arts Council 

presents “Home for Christmas” 
with Chandler James and Mer-
edith Davis Johnson on Saturday, 
December 21st at 7 p.m. (Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m..) Advance tick-
ets are $13 General Admission or 
$8 Nash Arts members. Cost of 
admissions will increase to $18 
General or $13 Members at the 
door, provided seating is still avail-
able. Last year’s event was sold 
out, so get your tickets early! For 
more information, visit nasharts.
org or call (252) 459-4734. Tickets 
are also available online through 
nash-county-arts-council.tick-
etleap.com.

– ANNOUNCEMENTS – 

Northern Nash Class of 1975 
will host its 50th reunion April 
18-19, 2025. Cost for the two-day 
event is $100 per person/$175 per 
couple. Deadline to pay is Feb. 28, 
2025. A cruise is planned for April 
28-May 2, 2025. Contact Milton 
Hagans 434-426-3528 for two-
day event. Contact Donald Davis 
for cruise information and dead-
line 404-583-6759. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Christmas         
        in

Saturday, Dec 7th
Craft vendor fair 10 am to 4 pm featuring a variety of local artists and boutiques.   

Food trucks wil be available along with our local boy scout troop  
serving plates and the fire dept serving hotdogs.  

Parade begins at 2 pm along Main Street
Grand Marshal will be Timothy Stamatis.   

Timothy is 3 years old and is currently diagnosed with leukemia.

Annual Tree Lighting • Friday, Dec 6th at 6pm
Entertainment will be provided by 

Southern Nash High School, Miss Sweetpotato 2024, Smanatha McKeel and  
Miss North Carolina Volunteer 2025, Kate White.

Santa will be on hand for the kids following the performances.  
Hot Chocolate and Cookies will be provided by Rudy’s Truck and Trailer.
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314 Bickett Blvd • Louisburg

919-729-1340

SUPPORT
LOCAL!

TUES-THURS • All Day   |   FRI & SAT • 11am-3pm

Fried Platters
Popcorn Shrimp .....................................7.99
Catfish Nuggets .....................................8.99
Trout .........................................................8.99
Catfish Nuggets & Popcorn Shrimp .. 9.99
Trout & Popcorn Shrimp ..................... 9.99

All platters served with Cole Slaw, 
Hushpuppies and one side item.

314 Bickett Blvd • Louisburg

All platters served with Cole Slaw, 
Hushpuppies and one side item.

NEW

TEA
 99¢TAKE OUT AVAILABLE!

Gift Certificates
make great gifts!

Dr. Geri Davidson
Dr. Shereen Cash

Your BEST Friend
Deserves the

BEST Care.

Experienced,  
Caring  

Veterinarians  
& Staff

Mon-Fri • 8am - 5:30pm

BUNN ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL

76 Crossing Place (behind the Family Dollar) in Bunn

 919-496-7401
bunnanimalhospital.vetstreet.com

GARRETT’S
GARAGE  DOORS,  INC.

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE INSTALLATION

919.853.3058 or 919.291.2409
www.garrettsgaragedoors.com

Locally Owned & Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

24 Hour 
Service

8312 Red Oak Blvd • PO Box 281 
Red Oak, NC

Owners, 
Steve and Alice 

Crickmore

 (252) 443-7109
Fax: 

(252) 451-9402

PFC Desmond Sykes II, 18, of Rocky Mount 
graduated from United States Marine Corps 
boot camp at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
Parris Island on Nov.1, 2024. PFC Sykes suc-
cessfully completed 13 weeks of intensive 
basic training at Parris Island as one of 81 
recruits in Training Platoon 2072. Follow-
ing ten days home on leave he will report 
to Camp Geiger for one month at Military 
Combat Training. He then will report to his 
Military Occupation Specialty school. From 
there he will be assigned his duty station. 
PFC Sykes II is a second generation Marine 
following the footsteps of his father. 

His family is very proud of him and all 
others who choose to serve their country. 
Contributed photo

Rocky Mount native 
Clifton Barnes, who was a 
reporter and editor at The 
Nashville Graphic in the 
1980s, has won a national 
award for Editorial & Advo-
cacy writing.

Writing for Capital-
SportsNC, Barnes won an 
Award of Excellence from 
the DC area-based Commu-
nications Concepts through 
its 2024 Awards for Publi-
cation Excellence (APEX) 
competition.

Barnes, a UNC-Chapel 
Hill journalism and politi-
cal science grad who lives 
in Cary, was one of seven 
winners nationally in the 
category.

The opinion piece - titled 
“Media Unfairly Criticizes 
Hahn, Longtime Voice 
of N.C. State Athletics, 
Who Announces Retire-
ment” - can be found 
online at capitalsportsnc.
com/?p=1824855.

Barnes came to the 
defense of N.C. State athlet-
ics play-by-play announcer 
Gary Hahn, who was heav-
ily criticized for an offhand 
comment he made regarding 
illegal immigration.

“Nobody in the main-

stream media came to 
Hahn’s defense, just the 
opposite as a matter of fact,” 
Barnes said. “In light of the 
unfairness 
of the situ-
ation and 
the fact 
that I have 
studied the 
issue of 
immigra -
tion since 
the 1990s 
and knew 
that what 
he stated was simply factual, 
I felt compelled to speak up. 
As I said in the editorial, he 
deserved better than that.”

One judge wrote, “The 
author lays out all the facts 
surrounding a politically 
charged situation surround-
ing a longtime sportscast-
er’s retirement, while also 
expressing his opinion.”

Another judge wrote, 
“The author presents a 
thoughtful and thorough 
reporting of the issue and 
lets the readers make their 
decision on how they feel 
about the situation.”

Although Barnes has 
twice won awards for 
column writing, this is the 

� rst time Barnes has won an 
award for editorial writing 
in the APEX competition. 
This is the 14th year in a row 
that he has won at least one 
award in the APEX national 
competition, including 
awards for sports-related 
articles, law-related articles, 
business-related articles, 
opinion pieces, social media 
and website development.

Barnes has won nearly 
100 awards over the years 
from various organizations 
including the N.C. Press 
Association, the National 
Association of Bar Execu-
tives, the N.C Society of 
Historians, the Carolinas 
Association of Business 
Communicators and the 
National Newspaper Asso-
ciation.

Barnes served as director 
of communications for the 
N.C. Bar Association for 15 
years and, before that, was a 
newspaper writer and editor. 
He wrote for the Nashville 
Graphic while still in high 
school and came back to the 
newspaper after college to 
serve as sports editor and, 
later, feature page editor as 

well. 
Today, Barnes is a free-

lance writer, editor and web-
master who owns several 
websites, including one that 
chronicles each UNC bas-
ketball game.

Barnes, a 1978 graduate of 
Rocky Mount Senior High, 
is known for spear-heading 
movements to get a highway 
marker for Kay Kyser in 
Rocky Mount and a yearly 
Hometown Spirit Award in 
Cary. Also in 2024, Barnes 
held a Kay Kyser tribute 
event at the Braswell Library 
in Rocky Mount which fea-
tured video clips and in-per-
son comments from Kyser’s 
daughter Kimberly.

Along with his wife 
Andrea, he has raised their 
18-year-old son Will, who 
is a freshman at West-
ern Carolina University in 
Cullowhee. Barnes is the 
son of W.C. (deceased) and 
Lorraine Barnes of Atlantic 
Beach. Born in Greenville 
and raised in Rocky Mount, 
Barnes has many family 
members in Rocky Mount, 
Tarboro and Greenville.

Former Nashville Graphic reporter, editor, 
wins national award for opinion writing
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